
 

Jason Bergeren 
 
Ride Director 2-year term Nominee - 1st choice 
Ride Director 3-year term Nominee - 2nd choice 
 
Member Since: 2018 
 

1. Collaborated and led groups in military and volunteer fire department. 
Great planning and communication skills. 

2. Getting members to assume roles within the club. 20% of the people 
do 80% of the work. 

3. Love the way cycling brings people together and builds 
encouragement. 

 
  

Patti Cale-Finnegan  
 
Secretary 3-year term Nominee - 1st choice 
Publicity Chair 2-year term Nominee - 2nd choice 
Publicity Chair 3-year term Nominee - 3rd choice 
 
Member Since: 2017 

1. Experience with Des Moines Cycle Club: I’ve renewed my 
membership and participation in the last several years (I was a 
member in the 1990s). In 2018, I joined Pedal Off the Pounds (POTP) 
and BABRAI. I rode my first ever century ride with POTP as well as 
doing a number of DMCC social rides, a couple of days of RAGBRAI 
with club members, and attending the winter meetings. During 2019, I 
served as a team leader for POTP. I did the Tour de Raccoon, social 
rides, holiday rides, and a day of RAGBRAI with a group of POTPers. I 
volunteered to sweep for the 72-mile and 102-mile (ha ha) century 
rides for POTP and helped coach the slower riders into the finish. I’ve 
applied to be a team leader for the 2020 POTP. 

 
2. I am retired from a career as a natural resources program manager. In 

that role, I was responsible for coordinating the work of three state 
agencies in a water quality loan program with assets of $3 billion. I 
ensured compliance with federal regulations while making the program 
as user-friendly and attractive as possible. I worked with a wide variety 
of staff, including engineers, attorneys, financiers, and conservation 
experts. I was the point of contact and spokesperson for the program 
with audiences that ranged from legislators, environmental 
commission members, city elected officials and staff, consulting firms, 
farmers and landowners, watershed organizations, county 
conservation boards, and others. I managed the public relations, 
communications, and education efforts with all of these audiences 
through a website, program manuals, reports, presentations, 
webinars, and news releases. During my 14-year tenure, the loan 
program grew from $20 million per year to more than $200 million 
annually in water quality protection financing through reaching new 
audiences, ensuring program quality and ease of use, and creating 
new financial and programmatic tools. Post-retirement, I work part-
time for the Iowa Stormwater Education Partnership as a workshop 
coordinator. I’ve been responsible for developing new training 
opportunities, organizing state-wide conferences, and advising the 
board and executive director on educational needs. 
 



3. The primary challenge and opportunity for any membership 
organization is to recruit and retain people who see value in the group 
and want to participate. To do that, the board must be continually 
listening and seeking feedback from the members. Part of that effort 
needs to be a recognition of the various motivations, desires, abilities, 
and goals that different members have. Program offerings should be 
developed and/or tweaked to reflect those needs. 
 

4. I would be willing to serve in any of the positions that are open. DMCC 
has been an important source of cycling opportunities and friendships 
in the last few years. I’m committed to doing whatever I can to 
continue the success of the club. 

  
Matt DePhillips 
 
Publicity Chair 3-year term Nominee  
 
Member Since: 2017 

1. I have worn many hats in my years as an officer of my lodge, 
specifically being the go between, planning activities, setting 
schedules, and writing a newsletter monthly. As a POTP coach the 
last 2 years, I have dealt with reward/incentive and networking. 
Although I do not have any formal training in graphic design, I am an 
artist and a computer geek and do a fair amount of design work 
creating decals and so on in my spare time as a hobby. 

2. Biggest challenges in any organization are going to be either 1) 
membership or 2) if you have the membership then it’s keeping 
everyone harmonious and in good communication. Obviously #2 is 
what I would be dealing with and that would be my job if elected. Also 
the RAGBRAI Debate is a huge hot button topic today and we will 
have to see how that plays out and handle it with diplomacy 

3. Those who know me know how much I love this organization. I have 
coached POTP the last 2 years and hope to continue to do so. DMCC 
has improved my life greatly and I want to continue to give back to the 
club! 

 

 

 
Mark Maness 
 
Ride Director 2-year term Nominee 
 
Member Since: 2018 
1. Familiar with DM Bike Trails and interesting places to ride 
2. A challenge is to find interests that all members would like and not one 

niche.  
3. (no response) 
 



  
Rachel Ong 
 
Publicity Chair 3-year term Nominee - 1st Choice 
Publicity Chair 2-year term Nominee - 2nd Choice 
 
Member Since: 2013 
 

1. I enjoy volunteering with a variety of organizations and causes in our 
community. After years devoted to supporting my children’s activities 
and schools, I’m excited to give back to a sport that I enjoy! Besides 
serving ‘in the ranks’ of non-profit organizations, I have also guided 
several boards as Vice President, Communications Director, and 
District Representative, etc. Professionally, I own my public relations 
and communications firm, Vector Communications, and partner with 
the Rafferty Group as their Public Policy Director. My experiences in 
strategic communications, government relations, event management, 
and public relations all tie in directly to the needs for the DMCC Board 
position. Additionally, my government relations experience, if DMCC 
chooses, would potentially benefit the organization as DMCC’s voice 
at the Iowa Capitol. 

2. DMCC continues to grow and evolve under recent leadership 
changes. Some opportunities include building membership and 
fostering openness between members and leaders. DMCC has done a 
tremendous job offering different ride events and new opportunities 
this year and that has brought a new energy to the Club. I recently 
joined the Board after a resignation and have enjoyed collaborating on 
the Club’s communication needs and finding ways to get the most out 
of different tools and programs the Club invests in. Also, since the club 
is in a growth period, it’s the right time to take a look at DMCC’s 
communication strategy and make sure it fits the needs of our 
members. 

3. I’ve made so many friends through the Des Moines Cycle Club! I love 
to ride and share my passion for cycling with others, from my kids to 
community. Whether it’s a ride around the neighborhood with my kids, 
taking out our vintage 1980 Schwinn tandem or stretching my abilities 
on a longer ride or dirt trail, I firmly believe in “showing others the 
path.” I’ve been a beginner and new member myself. As such, I think 
I’m a good ambassador to help people feel welcome to both DMCC 
and cycling. 

 
 

  
Greg Patterson 
 
Secretary 3-year term Nominee - 1st choice 
Ride Director 3-year term Nominee- 2nd choice 
Ride Director 2-year term Nominee - 3rd choice 
Publicity Chair 3-year term Nominee - 4th choice 
Publicity Chair 2-year term Nominee - 5th choice 
 
Member Since: 2018 
 

1. Past board experiences: 
a. Over the last two decades held officer positions with the 

Iowa/Nebraska Chapter of the American Society of Appraisers: 



President 3x, Vice President 2x, Secretary 2x, Treasurer 1x, 
Membership Chair 1x. 

b. Past board member and President of the Beacon of Life Board. 
Helped guide the non-profit through a period of 75% board 
turnover and installing a new director of day-to-day operations 
(changes still going strong several years later!). 

c. Currently a director on the Iowa/Nebraska ESOP association 
board (last 12 years). Also a member of the Midwest Regional 
Board (11 states) of the ESOP association (last 3 years). 

2. I am a big believer in the DMCC. It is a great organization due that is 
fueled entirely by the enthusiasm of its members. Although I have only 
been a member for two years, I see two challenges as it involves 
others who are in my same position as a rider. Both are related as one 
is to attract new members and the other is to bridge the gap between 
PoTP and BABRAI (a great program in its own right). I talked to a lot 
of non-member riders this past summer and they expressed pretty 
much the same desires of PoTP participants. Many of them are not 
interested in training for Ragbrai. Rather, there is a lot of demand for 
riders looking for a ‘community’ with rides that are more social in 
nature and occur more often. By attracting these new members and 
retaining PoTP participants, we can keep them involved and then let 
nature take its course for those that evolve into the more challenging 
rides. 

3. Do not let my absence tonight give the impression that I do not take 
the DMCC seriously, as I had this trip scheduled a year ago. I am 
bummed for not being able to attend as I was looking forward to it 
since last year’s Christmas Party. 0This is the first off-season meeting 
I have missed in the last two years and I only missed one PoTP 
meeting the past two years as well. I am here to serve. 

 
 

  
Bernadette Whistler 
 
Secretary 3-year term Nominee 
 
Member Since: 2019 
 

1. I’m professional, collaborative, and organized. I love to bike. I’ve been 
an admin assistant before at work and am currently a product owner 
directing and managing business needs 

2. Keeping members engaged in the off season, recruiting younger 
members, and transitioning new members from programs like POTP to 
larger DMCC group. 

3. I was a 2019 POTP participant and have applied to be a coach in 2020. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


