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A Letter from President, Dan Kruzic 

Finally, a little break in the 
deep freeze!  �,�W�¶�V���E�H�H�Q���D���Y�H�U�\��
long winter for those of us try-
ing to get a few base miles in.  
Normally we get a relatively 
mild day from time to time, 
just enough to get an hour or 
two on the bike, but this win-
ter has been too much, even 
for most of the true hardcore 
guys and gals I know.  
 
�1�R�W���W�R���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���L�W���K�D�V�Q�¶�W��
been busy on the cycling 
scene.  �:�H�¶�U�H���Y�H�U�\���S�U�R�X�G���W�R��
announce that registration is 
now open for the first annual 
Ride the Raccoon cycling tour.  
The response to our concept 
of an overnight ride has been 
met with a great deal of ex-
citement, but that can be hard 
�W�R���M�X�G�J�H�������6�R���Z�H�¶�U�H���D�V�N�L�Q�J��
everyone who intends to ride, 
to please register early so 
�Z�H�¶�Y�H���J�R�W���D���J�R�R�G���I�H�H�O���D�V���W�R��
how big this is going to be.  
Our expectations for the first 

year were 
pretty modest 
but the initial 
response has 
been so posi-
tive we want 
to make sure 
�Z�H�¶�Y�H���J�R�W��
enough sup-
port for eve-
ryone.  The 
ride is de-
signed to 

handle a large number of peo-
ple but as much advance no-
tice as possible is important.   
 
So go online now to 
www.dmcycleclub.com   
and take a minute to let us 
know you are going.  
 
I have to thank our web 
guys, Brian Jaschen at 
Bgraphics and Scott Sump-
ter at bikeiowa.com for put-
ting the site together.  It may 
appear pretty simple when 
you register, but simple is the 
ultimate form of design.  I 
highly recommend both of 
them if you have web design 
needs.  
 

�:�H�¶�U�H���W�R�W�D�O�O�\���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R��
making the Tour the Rac-
�F�R�R�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���,�R�Z�D�¶�V���S�U�H��
mier cycling event.  �:�H�¶�Y�H��
included all of the features 
that we would like to see in a 
�U�L�G�H�����L�W�¶�V���O�R�Q�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���E�H���D��
challenge yet easy enough for 
a new cyclist to achieve with a 
reasonable amount of training.  
It can be ridden completely on 
our wonderful bike trail sys-
tem to promote and increase 
their use.  Lots of dedicated 
�µ�S�D�V�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�¶���W�R�Z�Q�V���W�R���P�D�N�H��
the ride enjoyable and an ex-
perienced overnight destina-
tion.  Camping should be fun 
for everyone and Jefferson is 
going to be very well prepared 
�W�R���V�K�R�Z���X�V���D���J�U�H�D�W���W�L�P�H�������,�W�¶�V��
all there, all we need is you.  
 
I also want to express how 
important this ride is to 
your Des Moines Cycle 
Club.  �<�R�X�¶�Y�H���D�V�N�H�G���P�R�U�H���R�X�W��
of your club, you wanted more 
rides, more involvement and 
�P�R�U�H���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W�������:�H�¶�Y�H���G�H��
voted a lot of our time and 
�Z�H�¶�Y�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D���O�R�W���R�I���L�Q��
volvement from the commu-
�Q�L�W�\�������1�R�Z���L�W�¶�V���W�L�P�H���W�R���V�K�R�Z��
your support!  Join the club, 
get involved, get fit, have a 
great time, and ride the Tour 
the Raccoon.  
 
�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���R�Q���S�D�J�H�����«�� 
 

 
Danny and wife Louisa in Lanesboro, MN  


